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“fn the summer of 1963, the bnned
Stalm was determined to help the new.
government in Iraq, which had come.
to power in a coup after Communist:

rm_hlary posts.. . - Lef i e ]

--The Sovict Uniorni reacted by cuts!
ting off arms aid. _Iran and Israel com-l
poundcd the new Tegime's problems by, 3
stepping up aid Lo the rebellious Kurd-!
Ish minority in Iraq R j

- The Umteé States wanted to help
the new vovernment. but dncreelly. :

_ of ‘unmarked ‘transport, planes swept

p)
“onto the Air Force Base at Dover; Det,, 1-:«-Those two m"“os sum “P

loaded ‘with tanks, ammunluon and
“guns. and headed otit before dawh, Its
dcs!mauon. an_ 1solaled airslnp ln
.raq N l:.‘-'- ’

A‘\_ -

It was a covérl Ccntrnl Inlclhgence

’Agcncy operatlon‘ smooth, quiet, effi-]i

Jcient. Bruce Taylor Odch .a CIA

_ Midcast spcolnlis!. was dnpntt.hod for
rée monthd) with“a special team ' to

assm any way {teould. “- '

" Odett 'is “proud of. how' ihc CIA

pulled off that mission, and of his'role; i
in its success. He thinks it represems
the kind of thing CIA once fould, do "
very'well. -,

‘-1. 'i( .'.'0-

Now, becausc of mora!e problems
in the ranks, damaged publlc tonﬂ’
donee, and what he insists is’ podr lead-"
ership, he questions ‘whether the CIA
loday can perform eifectxvcly ’~" B

Odecll, retired after nearly 20 yenrs "
n CIA clandestine operations,” has
a!own his cover In ordcr to come for- '

TN

- One. su!try mght in August a ﬂeeg e

tfurthering  their careers.:

*1.
'93!- £ “"‘ r'” l'/ .

‘ - -.4, t." Y 3

ward and bear wnness 1o
‘some of the. problems he
says must be corrected

1 < Unlike some “other dxsaf-:
fected CIA agents,:. he does.

not want to- tear down the

orgamzatlon,_ publxcxze the'

x

~hames of any operatives, or
had been named to a number of lop :

-Jeopardlze any. current se-!
crer opetatmn&m’ capahxll

_tles. :
'v't»

%/0n his Yast workmg day al
2 IA headquuters in.Lang- | :
fleyr: :-Va., n. late. December ! -
'1971’ ‘Qdell removed” two |
“mottos from the wall behmd

o by

i
"b

aSewelL as: anythmg “what
Odel) stood- for dunng' his.

assumpnons an - j
harcl conclusnprr i3 not wor-
thy" of, the professlona}‘

Q,Ibak ‘and: dagger :Odell

in'the field arid Jaterin pro<:7.
vndmg specxal‘ eavesdrop-‘

hls— desk:‘ One sansi" “Pon’ ¢!
ive ~nrchanmng. wa

s ‘would go to gréat: lengths — e
e both when:handling. agem.s~

ping-.d evices‘ transmitters: -

-and; otheresotenc"tools ol
.the trade 1o agents. from hi

Technical” Services 'post; in { years before=--

Washmgton -
th

FiZAnd Odell’ gave-a damn'l
“about his agents and his col--

T ﬂ@ mge;@amd bﬁfter MH @f ex-

Coiaepeae s

He knows and en;oysx
good food and.wine; books,’
younger unmotherly wom-’
-en; ‘jazz, dancing. sallmg
and conversation. -
__Three days and nights
with Odell in Boston provid-:-

how- he must have worked

‘fxeld "No “sopner’ does hel

eel .a stranger——a:‘door- |~
aman'.cab driver, waitress or | . Army, a CIA..man .would

{ dlerk—than he is. exchangt
mg bamer, discovering tha}
person s- interests,_ back-
grounds and passions. Odeil,
‘“a naturalraconteur, is fun-
-mgra e
tlaung,—-f-—-——: —-~<5e
 But swhen nwhis thoughtsi
turn:to darker: subjects. el
lookrarrf‘hemu.lﬂ bemean,)
tou.gbr*m thless.. -Ihe_fact
4.that-he xs ahve bears that

- .ce H‘ X3 ’-—sra) J
Odell gorinto.the’ mtelhg'
gence-busmes&almos&-casu
- ally, without any real 1dea’
..of what it was alLabouLA§
“he- tells-it2itiwas the sum-!
fer- 6£~1951"‘and-he'd.‘jus ust|
R recexved a .degree ~in- eco-‘
“nomics: from- Queens. Uni-
versuy :in Ontario, Canada.
¢ His-rmaternal grandfather,‘
i Rev..R.Bruce Taylor, had |
‘been® pnncxpa! there ‘some |

H _,4,.;

Rt s St et

;4 + He heard-of thedeaths ‘ot |

hat. € |"‘three friends in the Korean |
ould be fxlled adequately i1 T war*and decided to go back

:1o- the-»Umt_ed‘ St.ates.’*He

;f' sought the counsel of a pio-’

“leagues. But in-the“end, he :: fessor he/admired. The man
isays, he became -convinced l,suggested he. join.the CIA

" that too many of the superi~" l‘

\ors, gave a damn only. about.

-When he gets Warmed up on ;
that subject, his-. language
. would make former Secre- -
tary-. of Agrnculmre Earl
Butz blush: -~ 7" 7y

Odell at .48, does not fit
. and tried to find zheCIAr;»;

the stereotype ‘of secret

.agent. He is -5-.foot” 10, !
bespeuacled balding, with ;.
ldugh lines around: his eyes |

and deep.: furrnws in_his
‘forehead.: His-- bnce-lean
+ frame now sports a pot bel-

:}y,.in part explained. by the

$fact that rigorous exercise is. .
iforbidden because of mJu-.a .

‘vine inflinrtad in 10RS whan

and told him a story of the -

' explmts “of .the’ 0SS ‘and
Zé *othermtelhgence orgamza-

; pleasant. he saxd. But they
;had no grea:o‘deslre for a
.-~young_economist either. So.

. for- three&years‘ on the
R utsklrts of»Washmgton,

‘D C.* AW .
ed ample. demonstration: of | i’ -Bul once the..CIA had
-‘beerr contacted it'did not
| -recruiting -agents-in- :the'l “lose "trace. of. OdelL (He re-

o But.- Odell refused" he

l .
- and’he soured on: the idea. N

Busmess School. But before

CIA:

-ty

SW :

-hejoined the: -Armiy, serving

3;_‘3"!-& 3.

calls-that every time he fin-
ished another c¢oursesin the

show up to talk to him. One.
of them suggested he go to ;
Anchorage. Alaska;’and
study Russian, ~.’ TR

> liked the Army. He went to;
Officee Candidate~Schoo}’
-and became an officer. He’
considered- making-it-a ca-
. reer but recalls that at about
U'that time the Army-McCar-
thy hearings- had.\ started

. He .-applied “to. Harvard

Jhe-got a _response, ‘a CIA’
.man appeared at his Army |
-‘headquarters and-talked
* him into joining theagency.
‘He- did, acceptmg an ap-
pomtment in September
1954 at a’ startmg salary of
5400; : ‘.;.\,._:—. Yl et

ToaEhY
After signing, he was po-_
‘lygraphed and then began
an intensive nine-month
course in clandestine operao
‘tions. He was interested in
the Mideast and was initial- ¢
ly assigned to the Iran’
branch, where for several
months, he was trained in
- Farsi, the Iraman_language_.,_ e

CONTINUED

" tions during World- War IL
“I’d been in Canada for five
"years,” Odell said. “I didn't
. know who the hell the CIA
-was_ R T

"He Joumeyed to Boston

_cruiting office, but it was '
“not in the phone book. So he
went to the Navy and asked,

--about joining Naval Intellit

gence. They said they had
no burning need for a Cana-

dian-trained economist just
then, but slipped him a piece

Calia Vamal £TA Affina

‘of paper with the address of: l
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